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Nelson Mandela’s Journey to Freedom
Introduction
Nelson Mandela was the first South African President after a long journey towards achieving freedom for the South African people as well as his own freedom. Mandela was imprisoned by the colonialists for over two and a half decades in an isolated island. However, after the 27 years of incarceration, Mandela was released, but he picked from where he left before imprisonment. Mandela became the first president of South Africa; however, he was also a renowned author of different texts that highlight his experience as a prisoner as well as the journey towards achieving freedom. This research analyzes the two primary texts about Mandela’s journey to freedom; the texts include “No Easy Walk to Freedom” and “The Long Walk to Freedom.” Despite achieving freedom in the early 1990s, Mandela highlights the challenges he encountered in the walk to freedom and what he believed helped him realize this dream of becoming a free man in a free state. 
Literature Review
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nelson Mandela, the first South African President, struggled like many other African leaders to break off from the colonialism bondage that was characterized by racism, sexism, oppression, and many other negative features. Mandela was more than a freedom fighter in South Africa. He managed to present his ideas to the other African people as well as the colonialists. As Faris et al. (2016) explain a good and remarkable politician is one who has the communication skills to express his ideas with a good sense of persuasion. Mandela possessed the same personalities; he was not only a charismatic leader but also a skilled communicator who helped South Africa achieve freedom through the diplomatic way. Unlike many other African leaders that went for the armed approach, Mandela manipulated presentational persuasion through what Faris et al. (2016, p. 192) refer to as “rhetorical deixes, metaphors as well as repetition.”
Textual Analysis
In the two texts “No Easy Walk to Freedom” and “The Long Walk to Freedom” Mandela tries to emphasize on the importance of education as the engine that propelled him to freedom. The two texts highlight the key effective qualities or traits that a good leader needs to possess. Also, Mandela admits in the two texts that the journey to freedom was not an easy one. He cannot miss highlighting the challenges he encountered along the journey. This section presents an analysis of the two texts with the textual evidence from the primary texts authored by Nelson Mandela. 
Issues in the Texts 
In both texts, the author mainly emphasizes his personal development and the factors that propelled him to become a freedom fighter. In the “Long Walk to Freedom,” Mandela highlights his journey from childhood to his adult life as he became the leader of African National Congress and leading the nation to freedom. The text begins with his background in which he highlights that he was born in a small village in Mvezo. In his review of the text, Hatfield (1995, p. 165) explains that Mandela’s narration in the text takes the audience “into the world of Black South Africa” where Mandela grew up. One of the factors Mandela highlights in the text that propelled him to become a freedom fighter, is the oppression, poor living condition, extreme poverty that Africans were subjected to by the colonial regime in South Africa. The Africans were subjected to hard labor; Mandela narrates in the text that “I was not destined to work in the gold mines on the Reef (Mandela, 1994, p. 5).” In “No Easy Walk to Freedom” Mandela highlights the same reasons, poor living conditions, harsh working conditions, oppression, and racism as some of the things that made him uneasy with the Apartheid regime. He says that “year after year, they have raised their voices in condemnation of the grinding poverty of the people, the low wages, the whole policy of white domination, and inhuman exploitation (Mandela, 1990, p. 1).” Even though he grew up in the same harsh environment like the other black people, Mandela saw the need to stand for the African dignity, rights, and humanity. 
Problems Mandela Experienced 
Mandela experienced problems along his journey to freedom including the imprisonment and oppression from the white regime. Like any other black African, Mandela was exposed to minimal advantages. Hatfield (1995, p. 166) explains that Mandela was “continuously imprisoned from 1962 to 1990, with extremely limited access to news.” From the very beginning, Mandela was exposed to problems since his childhood. In the “Long Walk to Freedom” he narrates the journey he took after his father’s death while he was only nine years old. He says that “we travelled by foot and silence until the sun was sinking slowly towards the horizon (Mandela, 1994, p. 3).” Only nine years old, Mandela had to deal with the challenges that only adults could get exposed to. However, this was the very first step he took towards being an independent man, which also propelled him to fight for freedom of other black people. Mandela was arrested and put in incarceration for 27 years in which he was tried alongside other black South Africans who caused unrest in the Johannesburg town (Hatfield, 1995). In most parts of the text “Long Walk to Freedom” Mandela describes his experience in prison. He and the other inmates went through “infamously rough conditions” at Robben Island (Hatfield, 1995, p. 169). However, Mandela spent most part of the experience describing his continued effort to fight for racial justice in prison. Despite the incarceration and trials for 27 years, Mandela writes that “I never lost hope that this great transformation would occur (Mandela 542).”He was going through the rough times in the prison but he never lost the optimism of being free one day.   
Mandela’s Journey to Freedom
In both texts, Mandela tries to provide his audiences with the background where he came from. He tries to show the audience that despite achieving all that he had achieved, he was a black African who went through the experiences that other Africans went through in the hands of the white colonial power. However, he tries to be unique and separate himself from the other black people through the way he describes his education and how it contributed to his fight against the apartheid regime. 
Faris et al. (2016) explain that it is important to understand that politics may be impossible to conduct without a language. Mandela had a language, which he obtained from education. Faris et al. (2016, p. 192) argue that Mandela used language in a way that he manipulated presentational persuasion through what the authors describe as “rhetorical deixes, metaphors, and repetition as well as alliteration”.  Hatfield, while reviewing Mandela’s text “Long Walk to Freedom” highlights the persuasive communication skills that Mandela possessed. In the text, Mandel uses repetition to show emphasis on his commitment to achieving a non-racial society; for instance, he says “I reminded people again and again (Mandela, 1994, p. 540).” Education becomes a great engine of Mandela’s personal development. As shown in the two texts, it is through education than any other person irrespective of the social, economic, or cultural background can move to another status in the society. Mandela narrates his educational journey in the “Long Walk to Freedom” as mentions the schools he attended including University College of Fort Hare, which he attended in 1960. Going to school or achieving education was not an easy task as well. However, it created an opportunity and gave Mandela hope to fight for freedom; he writes in the “Long Walk to Freedom” that “I felt that I was being groomed for success in the world (p. 7).” 
Mandela’s ideas, as expressed in the two texts, emphasized on the freedom of the Africans and the African land. Faris et al. (2016) examine Mandela’s choice of words and the literary approach he used in expressing his ideas. Even though he started the armed approach of liberating the South Africans from the white domination, Mandela later realized that the only weapon that would ensure that South Africa was free was not found through the armed approach, but instead, it could be achieved through diplomatic approach. As a result, he started using language to persuade his audiences which included the whites and the black people. In “No Easy Walk to Freedom” Mandela writes that “the entire country has transformed into battle zones where the forces of liberation were locked up in immortal conflict against those of reaction and evil (Mandela, 1990, p. 17).” In this sentence, Mandela tries to look at the “state of rejection and oppression” in South Africa as a whole (Faris et al., 2016, p. 199). 
Mandela was not the only African who was educated in South Africa, but he stood out to be different through his ideologies and the way he expressed them. Faris (2014, p. 1) explains that “ideology has a great influence on the behaviors and traits of leaders.” Faris argues that ideology is a vehicle in which people understand their leaders and the leaders understand their people. Faris provides a special reference to Nelson Mandela’s ideological approach in “No Easy Walk to Freedom.” Mandela provides a concrete description of the state of South Africa in what Faris describes as “actor description” (Faris, 2014, p. 9). Mandela writes in “No Easy Walk to Freedom” that “contravention of this proclamation carried a penalty of three years or of a fine of three hundred pounds” (Mandela, p. 29). Mandela realized that the armed approach would not meet the desired outcome, which is freedom. Furthermore, he realized that he could not reach many people. Therefore, his changed tactics to involve the use of literary approach to express the challenges that African people were going through created a new platform for him to express his ideas. Mandel presents the conflict between the two cross groups, in which one side is represented by the black Africans and the other represented by the whites. As Faris (2014, p. 9) explains, Mandela tries to “polarize his audience by utilizing the pronoun ‘us.’”  Faris (2014) explains that racial forces practice various forms of oppression and injustices. 
Mandela also tried a different approach, through education, to lead his defiant group of black Africans to fight against the oppression and injustices from the white colonial power. As Faris (2014) explains, after being released from a 27 year incarceration, Mandela decided to change tactics and approach to fight for the freedom. The author explains that an attempt to expose and reveal the unjust and inhuman acts of the apartheid regime, Mandela employed the use of “numbers” to emphasize on the intensity and degree of credibility as well as objectivity. For example, in “No Easy Walk to Freedom” Mandela uses the numbers such as “forty-seven, three months, and two years (Mandela, 1990, p. 26).” Faris (2014) explains the literal meaning of the numbers that Mandela used in the text, arguing that the numbers are considered primary means in a culture to objectively persuade people. Therefore, after realizing that the armed way could not help South Africans achieve freedom, Mandela decided to change tactics to fight the same problem, which as his speeches after he became president depict, he succeeded. 
Conclusion
This study has analyzed the two texts “No Easy Walk to Freedom” and “Long Walk to Freedom” by Nelson Mandela. Based on the analysis of these texts, Mandela, despite serving 27 years jail term in incarceration, managed to come out to lead his fellow black South Africans to end the injustice and racial regime that was led by the white colonial power. Through the texts, Mandela highlights challenges he experienced, but at the same time focuses on the importance of an informed society and how education helped him fight the war against apartheid regime from a different and unarmed front. 
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